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Business Starts Hore' <R J Five Key Things You Need to Know
Before You Buy a Domain Name

Determine Your Domain Name Strategy

There are some key considerations which you should keep in mind as you prepare
to buy domains for your business.

What is the enterprise: are you seeking to buy domains for a newly-established
business, one which does not necessarily have any brand equity? If so, you will
have more flexibility in choosing a domain set on which to build your business.
Going to an online thesaurus and typing in some keywords can help you to
establish groupings of possible names. You can then visit a domain reseller or
registrar to explore the availability of domains relating to your keyword list.

Consider names which have strong keyword potential; for example, you may want
to buy AndiamoltalianNewYork.com, AndiamoltalianRestaurant.com and
AndiamoltalianFood.com because you can key on the phrases “ltalian restaurant”,
“Italian food” and “Italian, New York”. These are probably high-traffic terms—so
having a multiple domain strategy to draw organic search engine traffic will get
more visitors to your site and reading about your restaurant.

Keep in mind: many high-performance domains will not be available for primary
registration (the $10 sign-ups you see offered on the Web). Many of the best
names are already taken and are only for sale in the domain aftermarket. That
said, keep in mind that a premium domain that is memorable, has good keyword
potential and is highly-targeted can be one of the most cost-effective business
investments you can make.

You should also know that it is possible to make a play even if a name is
registered and you are not sure that it is for sale. There are domain brokerage
services which will find a domain owner, place an anonymous bid on your behalf
and negotiate the sale of the name. In the case of an accepted bid, these firms
can often enlist an escrow service to ensure that you are protected in the transfer.

Variations on a Theme: Your Name in Many Forms

Once you have settled on a potential name, consider buying several forms of the
name and even common misspellings of the name.

If you are buying for an established business, you should consider acquiring: the
company name in as many forms as possible (.com, .net, .org, .biz, etc.). Then
you should look at your product and service offerings and acquire those names.

Let’s use a theoretical example: imagine that you run a software company called
XYZ Analytics, and you have several product lines including XYZ Web Log, XYZ
Statistical Modeler and XYZ Keyword Analytics. You may find that
XYZAnalytics.com and XYZAnalytics.net are available as aftermarket domains, to
be purchased from the current owner. Additional XYZAnalytics TLDs such as .org,



.info, .biz and .us, along with the product name variations may be available for
primary registration. Investing funds to protect your brand as early as possible
will avoid customer confusion and lost traffic.

If your business plan is still nascent and somewhat flexible, you may have latitude
in choosing your domain name(s). For example: you may want to buy
exceptionalhomes.com, but find that exceptionalhomes.net isn’t available—so a
good proxy would be exceptionalhome.net. Consider common misspellings of your
company name or target product also: misspellings as exeptionelhomes.com can
generate significant type-in traffic in some cases.

Domains As a Capital Investment: Think About Your Domains
as Assets

Evaluate domain investments as you would any other capital investment;
amortize the figure and see what you true spend over the lifetime of the business
will be.

Shortchanging your domain budget and buying a name which is difficult to
remember, has a less commonly used TLD such as .biz, or which is not on-topic
could mean thousands in lost sales down the road—far outweighing the cost of
purchasing the right domain in the first place.

Due Diligence: Don’t Let Trademark Issues Cloud
Your Target Domains

Conduct due diligence before buying a domain name: ensure that the name you
select does not infringe on any trademarks (see
www.uspto.gov/main/profiles/acadres.htm) . When starting a new business,
explore trademark protection for your business and domain name(s)—redgister it
through the US Patent and Trademark Office (see www.usptogov/patft).

Plan for Success: Acquire Your Domain with a Plan in Place

Have a plan: what will you do once your purchase a name? Will you develop it
immediately? Do you need to “park” the name while your site is under
development so that you can earn revenues while you polish the site design and
functionality in a staging environment? (Parking is a means of monetizing traffic,
primarily through presentation of pay-per-click pages.)

Are you interested in learning more about site development and hiring a designer?
There are many Web-based venues available where you can read more about
start-up business topics like web design, hiring a designer, and web hosting. Take
time to investigate your options and plan your site development strategy. Find
business forums in your niche market and ask your peers for insights on how they
have successfully built their sites and map out a short- and a longer-term strategy
to build your business online. Remember: you don’t have to have the best site on
the web on day one—you just need to ensure that you have a means of
presenting your goods and services effectively to your customers and a clear
channel of communication established to respond to their questions.



About BuyDomains

With our exclusive selection of over 800,000 of the world's finest domain names,
you are bound to find more than one domain name that's right for your business
or personal site.

We have been the world's leading domain market since 1999 due to the quality of
our exclusive domain collection and our service to our customers. Our growing
portfolio of domain names is the world's largest single collection of premium
names.

In addition to premium domain name sales, BuyDomains offers exclusive offers
for website hosting and registration of names that are not currently owned by
anyone. Every domain you purchase or register at BuyDomains comes with a
complete suite of free value-added domain name services. Each is supported by
toll free 24x7x365 telephone technical and customer support.



